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SerSerSerSerServing our Community with Infving our Community with Infving our Community with Infving our Community with Infving our Community with Infororororormationmationmationmationmation

Members of the KPOA proposed a resolution to allow Members
to trim and limb trees located on their residential lots without the
need to obtain the approval of the Association.  The resolution was
reviewed by the Association’s lawyers, Davis Roberts and Johns,
Attorneys at Law.  Their opinion was stated in a letter to Lane
Stuart, KPOA Board President, dated 21 April 2009, as follows:

“Other than the power given to the ACC”, (Architectural
Committee), “ under Master Declaration Article IV Section 9
to order the pruning of vegetation that interferes with views,
I do not believe that the Governing Documents have any
provisions restricting member’s ability to trim trees (as
opposed to removing trees)”.

“However, Article V Section 2 of the Master Declaration states
that only the Board has the power to adopt, amend and
repeal such Rules and Regulations as it deems reasonable
and Article VI Section 16 of the Bylaws provides that all
Association powers and duties shall be exercised by, or under
the authority of the Board.  Article IV Section 1 of the Bylaws
further provides that no member shall have the right to
exercise any of the powers or to perform any of the
acts delegated to the Board by the Bylaws or the
Master Declaration”

Based on the KPOA Attorney’s opinion the “trim and limb”
resolution was withdrawn as being unnecessary.  The
Association’s approval is not required for Members to trim or limb
trees on their residential lots.

Not referred to by the KPOA Attorney is Master Declaration
Article V Duties and Powers of the Association Section 2 Rules and
Regulations.  Section 2 states in part: “…that the Rules and
Regulations shall not be inconsistent with this Master Declaration,
the Articles or Bylaws.”  This is interpreted to mean that the
Association cannot exercise more authority than is granted by the
Master Declaration.

association exceeding its authorityassociation exceeding its authorityassociation exceeding its authorityassociation exceeding its authorityassociation exceeding its authority

Continued on page 2

Tree Committee Has No Authority To
Control Limbing and Trimming
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Continued from front page

Tree Committee Has No Authority To Control Limbing and Trimming

With respect to limbing and trimming of trees
and other vegetation, the only authority
given to the Association is maintenance
of views and this responsibility is

not being
exercised.

It seems
to be a
case of the
Association
ignoring a
c l e a r l y
s t a t e d
responsi-
bility and
g r a s p i n g
p o w e r
that is not

authorized by the Master Declaration in
order to advance the agenda of some Members
by restricting the rights of other Members.

Resolution 5 requires, by amendment, that the
KPOA membership vote to approve
bringing the Sheriff into our community
to control speeders before the Board
takes action.  The approval can establish any
term and conditions that the Members
determine is appropriate, such as one year and
twenty hours per week.

The Board authorized and the Board
President requested the Sheriff to patrol
our private roads to reduce a perceived
speeding problem.  The Association paid the
Sheriff over $50 per hour for the presence of a
deputy.  Our taxes do not pay for this service.
The Sheriff ’s presence was limited to a very
few hours to control the cost.  The possible
presence of the Sheriff was intimidation rather
than attaining real effectiveness by actually
catching and ticketing speeders.

Intimidation did not work.  The probabil-
ity of the Sheriff actually observing and
ticketing a speeder was statistically
almost zero.  The percentage of speeders,
monitored by roadside sensors, exceeding 30
mph, increased from 8% in 2008 to 10% in 2009.
Only 1% of the vehicles monitored exceeded
35 mph.  Is it even possible to decrease that 1%
to a lower percentage?

As exhibited on our highways, a good
percentage of drivers will not observe
posted speed limits unless they observe a
Sheriff ’s car parked on the side of the road.
These lawbreakers are also present in our
community; some are our neighbors and others
are the trade people with whom we do
business.  They do not react to intimidation, only

Some Some Some Some Some Thoughts Thoughts Thoughts Thoughts Thoughts About About About About About TheTheTheTheThe
SheriffSheriffSheriffSheriffSheriff’’’’’s Prs Prs Prs Prs Presenceesenceesenceesenceesence

“sheriffsheriffsheriffsheriffsheriff’sssss” resolution resolution resolution resolution resolution

Continued on next page

about thatabout thatabout thatabout thatabout that

Worried About Your
Investments?

I am a fee only,
registered invest-
ment advisor who
may be able to help
you with your invest-
ment portfolio as
well as financial and
retirement planning.

I have 35 years of financial experience
in commercial banking, stocks and
bonds, listed stock options, precious
metals and real estate.   I do not sell
any investment products.   The first
consultation is free. Hank 379-9878

The Association’s lawyers,
Davis Roberts and Johns,
Attorneys at Law gave their
opinion stated in a letter to
Lane Stuart:

I do not believe that the
Governing Documents
have any provisions
restricting member’s
ability to trim trees (as
opposed to removing
trees)”.
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The Election Committee established rules
for the arguments for and against the proposed
resolutions for inclusion in the official election
material mailed to each Member.  The
proponents and opponents were limited to
statements of 150 words for each resolution.
The proponents adhered to the rules with
one statement for each resolution of 150 words
or less.  The Tree Committee, a functionary of
the Board, wrote the opposition statements for
the “tree” resolutions, and exceeded 150 words
for two of the three resolutions.  The Board
then added another average of 57 words in
stating their reason for being against the “tree”
resolutions.  So, one entity, the Board and
its Tree Committee, exceeded the
established rule of 150 words by over
one-third.  The proponents would have
welcomed the opportunity to explain their
position with a longer statement.  The Board
didn’t feel compelled to adhere to rules their
Election Committee imposed on the length of
the resolution arguments.  The proponents
would have welcomed having a second
statement by a proponent of their resolutions.
They were not given that opportunity.

The Board’s action in opposing the “sheriff”
resolution was no better with respect to
following the rules.  They submitted a statement
of 150 words in opposition but then they added
a second statement of 41 words further
explaining their opposition.

It is apparent that there are two types of
members of KPOA.  There are those who
follow the rules and those who feel they don’t
have to follow the rules.  Does the Master

what is fair?what is fair?what is fair?what is fair?what is fair?
two levels of membership?two levels of membership?two levels of membership?two levels of membership?two levels of membership?

WWWWWhhhhhy Don’t y Don’t y Don’t y Don’t y Don’t The Rules The Rules The Rules The Rules The Rules ApplyApplyApplyApplyApply
Equally Equally Equally Equally Equally TTTTTo Evo Evo Evo Evo Everererereryyyyyone?one?one?one?one?

confrontation.  They either do not care about
safety or falsely believe they can control any
situation.

If the Board is serious about reducing the
number of speeders in our community,
then it seems apparent that the Sheriff must be
present a significant amount of time each and
every week.  It seems reasonable that the
Sheriff should be present a minimum of 20 hours
a week at a cost exceeding $ 1000 per week.
That is over $ 100 per year per member.

If we as a community believe there is a
speeding problem, and we want to reduce
it, then we should be willing to pay for it.
This resolution merely places that decision and
the associated willingness to pay in the hands of
the Members rather than just the Board.  The
cost could increase our annual assessment over
13% at a time when our assessments have
already been steadily rising

And, the presence of the Sheriff really
takes the “private” out of our private
roads.  Gone is the sense that we are
home when we enter our community.
Even though we are not all speeders, still the
Sheriff is monitoring us.  Will the loss of privacy
really increase the safety of our roads?

Continued on next page

To receive your newsletter
by email just let us know:
contact@ttpnewsletter.com

Continued from previous page
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Resolutions 3, 4 and 6 change, by amendment,
the need for Owners to obtain KPOA approval
to remove trees on their residential lots if the
trees meet certain specific requirements and
criteria.  Approval would not be required
to remove immature trees, hazardous
trees or Alders.

The amendments were proposed and supported
by Members who believe that an Owner should
be trusted to make decisions regarding
the trees on their residential lots which
will improve the management, appearance and
safety of their property, without adversely
affecting the wooded nature of the Kala Point
community.  The amendments would not be
necessary if the Association supported
reasonable efforts at tree management by
Owners.  Instead, the unreasonable Association
position of trying to protect every tree, placing
the rights of trees over that of owners, appears
to be the basis of judgment exercised in not
granting reasonable tree removal requests.

Resolution 3 addresses the need for more
Owner latitude in determining what
constitutes a hazardous tree; relying on
Owner judgment rather than the arbitrary,
biased decision of a committee of non-experts.
After all, it is the safety of the Owner’s
property and person which is potentially threat-
ened.  Resolution 3 also is important with
respect to the safety of the community.  Trees
need to be managed with respect to the fact
that the Kala Point community is a wooded
residential development of closely situated
homes and not a forest.  Management
approaches and rules which may be fine for a

Some Some Some Some Some Thoughts Thoughts Thoughts Thoughts Thoughts About ManagingAbout ManagingAbout ManagingAbout ManagingAbout Managing
TTTTTrrrrrees On Privees On Privees On Privees On Privees On Privaaaaate Prte Prte Prte Prte Properoperoperoperopertiestiestiestiesties

About thoseAbout thoseAbout thoseAbout thoseAbout those
“treetreetreetreetree” resolutions resolutions resolutions resolutions resolutions

In 1914, the entire downtown area of Port
Angeles was raised up from the tidal flats
a minimum of 6 feet and as much as 15 feet. In
doing so, an “underground” was created.

This fascinating story is what you will learn
if you take a Heritage Tour with Don Perry.

This historic tour lasts about two hours
and is given twice a day six days a week (closed
Sundays). It is a leisurely walk with three flights
of stairs. The tour begins by a showing of pictures
dating from 1890-1914 and documents the
process of raising the streets. Then the walk
begins with interesting and humorous tales to
be learned along the way. Take cameras!

For more information contact Don Perry
at Heritage Tours at 360-460-1001,
www.portangelesheritagetours.com, or email
donperry10@yahoo.com.  Large or small groups
may be accommodated and there are special
group rates.

Port Angeles Historic WalksPort Angeles Historic WalksPort Angeles Historic WalksPort Angeles Historic WalksPort Angeles Historic Walks

Declaration establish two levels of membership?
When will the Members insist that the rules
apply to the Board as an entity and all Members
equally?  When will the Board start following its
own rules?  When will each Member be
treated fairly?

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page
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true forest are not applicable to and safe for a
residential neighborhood.  Kala Point is a
potential fire disaster waiting to happen and
the Association ignores addressing the issue and
steps that could be taken to lessen the hazard
while keeping the magnificent mature
trees which add so much to the ambience of
the community.

Resolution 4 addresses the size definition
of a mature tree.  The Association currently
allows an Owner to remove an immature tree
without prior approval.  The Association has
arbitrarily defined an immature tree as having a
trunk diameter of six inches or less.  Many trees,
especially in the tree friendly climate of the
Olympic Peninsula, attain a trunk diameter of
ten inches or more in less than 20 years.  A less
than 20 year old tree is not a mature tree.  The
six inch definition unnecessarily limits an
Owner’s ability to manage his trees without
interference from the Association.  Resolution
4 increases the definition of a mature tree to
one with a trunk diameter of more than ten
inches.  The majestic conifers, which contribute
so much to the Kala Point community, all have
trunks well in excess of ten inches.  Removing
some of the redefined, (less than 10 inch
diameter), immature trees would have the
beneficial effect of opening up the view of the
mature trees and also reduce the fire hazard
smaller trees impose.

Resolution 6 addresses Alders.  Alders are
currently controlled by the same Association
rules as other trees.  Resolution 6 allows an
Owner to remove any Alder from his
residential lot without prior approval.  The
Association currently limits the ability of
Owners to comply with the requirement
established by the CC&Rs to control the growth
and spread of Alders.  The “save the trees”
mantra prevalent in Association actions is
counter to the CC&Rs when  applied to Alders.

Alders play an important part in the ecosystem
of a forest by providing nourishment and
protection to young conifers.  In a non-forest
environment, such as a wooded commu-
nity like Kala Point, their protection and nour-
ishment are not needed or effective.  They
obscure the view of the large conifers and pose
a potential fire hazard.  They have been deter-
mined to be a major source of the nitrogen
pollution affecting the waters of Puget Sound.
The Kala Point community would be more
attractive, less hazardous and more environmen-
tally friendly without the presence of Alders.

Each of the tree resolutions addresses the
issue of Association misinterpretation of
the Master Declaration, Article IV B,
Uniform General Requirements, Section 8 Clear
Cutting.  This Section clearly addresses only the
clear cutting and removal of trees by both title
and text.  The Association has chosen to
interpret the verb “cutting”, in the sentence
establishing the right to levy fines and other
penalties, as meaning “any cutting” which would
include trimming and limbing.  This is a blatant
attempt to create their right to require
Owners to obtain Association approval to trim
and limb trees on their residential lots.  Each
resolution includes changing the verb “cutting”
to “removal” to limit Section 8 to its intended
scope.

Approval of the three “tree” resolutions
would limit the power of the Association
to control trees only to the extent as
required to maintain the wooded nature
of the Kala Point community.  Protection
of the mature conifers, the firs, hemlocks and
cedars, is very important.  These resolutions do
not threaten those trees.  These resolutions do
allow owners to manage the trees on their
residential lots under very specific conditions
which will only enhance the appearance and limit
the hazards of living in a wooded community.

Continued from previous page
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Enhance your WalksEnhance your WalksEnhance your WalksEnhance your WalksEnhance your Walks
with Hiking Poleswith Hiking Poleswith Hiking Poleswith Hiking Poleswith Hiking Poles

Increase The Health Benefits Of
A Daily Walk By Adding This
Simple Piece Of Equipment

What began as a training method for
cross-country skiers has now entered the
world of recreational walking and hiking. First
spreading through Europe and now popular in
the United States, the use of walking poles is
becoming a method for increasing the intensity
and health benefits of a daily walk.

Walking is one of the most popular forms
of physical activity. It is a low impact
movement that provides a cardiovascular
benefit and calorie burn, while promoting
mental wellness. It is a preferable form of
activity for beginner to advanced exercisers.

One challenge of walking for exercise is
the intensity level. For more fit exercisers,
speed and duration must be increased when
walking to provide a workout of a higher
intensity. Also, elevation is often seen as a means
to increase intensity through the incorporation
of hills on the walking path. This may or may not
be possible depending on the walking
environment. Using poles during the session
pushes walking for exercise into the category
of more vigorous activity.

The use of walking poles can increase
calorie burn up to 46%. In addition,
the research indicates a
20% increase in oxygen con-
sumption and a 16% increase
in heart rate as a result of
walking with the poles. The
addition of poles can be an
easy solution for increasing
fitness and successful weight

loss through daily walking.

Walking is an activity that
focuses heavily on the
muscles of the lower body.
The poles incorporate the
use of the upper body
making the walk a more
balanced, full body workout.
The utilization of muscles in
the chest, shoulders and back improves the
strengthening of the upper body. The use of poles
may also be beneficial to the mobility of the
neck and spine. Using more muscle groups, such
as those in the upper body, increases calorie
burn during the workout. It is estimated that an
hour walking with poles burns about 400
calories compared to only 280 calories walking
without them, depending on body weight.

The DVD “Hiking Poles; Techniques and
Tips” at the Jefferson County Library
explains how poles reduce stress on knees;
increase   endurance, balance and stability;
exercise upper body and core muscles; and help
prevent injury.  It also shows poling techniques
for different terrains (downhill, uphill, and level
areas), adjusting pole length for sidestepping up
or down hilly areas, pole length adjustment
techniques and pole care recommendations.
Making a trip to REI in Seattle or Sport Townsend
in Port Townsend is worth the effort because
you can try out the poles prior to purchase.
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Weekly Meal Preparation For Seniors. Want An
Easy Way To Enjoy Balanced Meals? Customized
menus, including personalized recipes and grocery
shopping.  Call Heidi’s Taste of Home for a free
consultation! - 360-732-0482.

Continued on next page
Candidates Night

Advertising Disclaimer
 The printing of an article, classified or display advertising

does not necessarily constitute endorsement by
Kala Point News & Views staff.   Ad space is limited and
acceptance is dependent upon availability of space.

Professional Roofing, Cleaning & Repair: C & M  Roof-
ing has worked for builders & residents in Kala Point for
years. For reroofing, roofing repairs or cleaning of  any  type
of roof, call Mike Perillo,  437-7935.

Fade, Glare, Privacy & Heat Solution- 3M Window/
Skylight film blocks UV rays to  protect your furnishings.
Keep your drapes open and let the sun shine in!
Call Window Scapes Inc.  385-3810

Westbay Auto Parts -  Over 150 years of combined
experience, our experts can help with automotive
problems. Come in. We will install wiper blades or refill
with purchase.  8 great locations to help you.  385-3476.

Scampi & Halibut’s Seafood Grill - Satisfy your
seafood craving. Over 70 delicious items to choose from.
Beer & wine. Get hooked daily. Catch us in Port Hadlock,
just for the halibut! 385-0161.

Furniture Upholstery, Fabrics, Foam and Throw
Pillows! Spruce up your rooms before the houseguests
arrive.  Vintage furniture a specialty.  Call Anne at A Little
Upholstery, 385-1556.

What Lurks Under Your Home? Moisture problems?
Wet crawl space? Make your home healthier, warmer,
cleaner. For a free estimate or more information call
“Clean Space Northwest,” 1-877-698-0260.
Cont. Lic. #IronwbI097kb.

Highly Skilled Pruning of trees, shrubs, hedges
and rhododendrons. Call Richard, 732-0510 or
1-888-854-4640.

Landscape Disaster Repair offers weeding, pruning,
fertilization, brush removal, hardscape solutions and the
creation of low-maintenance yards.  24 years’ experience.
Call for information.  Residential disaster repair as well.
You name it and we probably do it.  360-379-6146

Mole Control - No chemicals, no poison, no moles!
Call Richard, 732-0510 or 1-888-854-4640.

Handyman - Gutter cleaning & drain flushing, retaining
walls, rock gardens, patios, stairs, walkways, hillside
stabilization/planting, concrete repair, & all phases of rot
restoration, home maintenance, repair, and upgrades. Call
Ralph, Toll Free 877-841-1523 or Cell 360-340-6232.

Mail Plus- All your Shipping & Packaging needs! w/
UPS, DHL, FedEx. Notary, custom T-shirts, passport  pho-
tos, pet tags, copies, biz cards, laminating/binding, banners,
friendly service!  Across from QFC in Castle Hill Ctr.   Why
drive all the way to the Post Office? 379-1156

Moving, Hauling, Dump Runs, Residential Cleanup,
estate sale cleanup, junk removal, you name it.  I have an
18-foot box truck for local or longer distance moves.
360-379-6146

Traveler’s Propane- Are you tired of hauling your
propane tanks and driving your RV to the nearest propane
dispenser?  We deliver!  Homes, Businesses, Campsites,
RV’s, Trailers, B.B.Q’s, and Forklifts.  5-50 gallon cylinders.
Call Lonnie, 360-344-4067 or 360-381-0158.

We Buy or Consign Firearms From Estates, etc-
Bear Arms is a full service arms dealer. We buy, sell or
trade arms plus ammo, accessories, sporting goods, &
military items. In Kivley Ctr, Pt. Hadlock.  385-7658.

The Village Barber- “...Because life’s too short for a
bad haircut!” 741 Ness’ Corner Rd, Port Hadlock. Brad
Garrison Gray & Mike Clark. Tues thru Fri-9-5, Sat-9-4.
Call 385-6865.

Professional Chimney Cleaning & Inspections - No
mess cleaning, lowest fee around, fast & friendly,  inserts,
pellet stoves, woodstoves, minor repairs, chimney caps,
chimney accessories. Call John, 360-769-2344 or email
jev@aol.com.

Page 7

Kevin Tuuri
(360) 385-9344 x 18 bus.

YourHomeNavigator.com
KevinTuuri@Windermere.com

(360) 643-3087 cell

“Your Home Navigator”

Port Townsend, WA
98368

1220 Water Street

(Kala Point Resident)

Welcoming
Staff • Kala Point Joining Special

• Senior Classes & Discount
• NO enrollment fee!

• Sterling Medicare Plan
• FREE CLASSES
• FREE Trial Membership

We’re your neighbor! 385-3036
www.evergreenfitness.net

Your Full Service Fitness Center

Marriage & Family Counseling
Presbyterian Counseling Center
www.securetherapy.com/pccpt
Sliding scale fees and insurance
David Eekhoff, LMFT; Info/appt. 379-4849
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Re-Built Mercury 200 20 H.P. Never used
after re-built. It is stored on B lot here in Kala
Point. The picture taken is what it looks like.
Welcome to check it out with a bucket of
water for sound and fiery, power!! Paid $650.00
on the re-built, will sell for $575.00.  Call Charlie
or Joanie Reynolds at 360-385-1699. Please no
calls after 9:00 pm.

Neighbor-to Neighbor  Classified AdsNeighbor-to Neighbor  Classified AdsNeighbor-to Neighbor  Classified AdsNeighbor-to Neighbor  Classified AdsNeighbor-to Neighbor  Classified Ads
Estate/Garage Sale - 70 Trafalgar Dr:
August 7 & 8, 8-3. Antique Victorian chairs and
setee, hand-cut crystal glassware, framed wall
art, quilts and blankets, 40’s radio (not working),
assorted knickknacks, desk, garden tools, child’s
table and 2 chairs, table lamps, luggage, kitchen
ware, and more!

Fade, Glare, Privacy & Heat Solution- 3M
Window/ Skylight film blocks UV rays to
protect your furnishings. Keep your drapes open
and let the sun shine in!  Call Window Scapes
Inc.  385-3810

Wanted:  Military medals, decorations,
uniforms, firearms, etc. as well as anything to
do with military aviation and aircraft. 379-9878

P.O. Box 816, Port Hadlock, WA 98339o

Kala Point News & Views
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special election
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special election

edition ii
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MAINTAIN PLANTS TO KEEP AWAY FIRE 

A WILDLANDS INFERNO 
Each year, more and more people settle on our state’s wildlands. 

As more homes are build in the country, the risk of wildfire increases.  Urban growth into inaccessible areas means 
fire protection districts and wildland firefighting agencies are often overwhelmed during wildfires. 
Residents are rarely prepared for an inferno that sweeps through brush, grass and trees, destroying homes, property 
and lives. 

Planning and Managing Your 

Fire Defensible Landscaping 

Planned space gives firefighters room 
to battle the oncoming fire before 
flames reach your home. 

Defensible Space

Fortunately, you can help protect your property by creating a defensible space around your house.  Defensible 
space is a vegetation buffer that surrounds your home to reduce the chances of a fire reaching it. 
Creating defensible space requires you to: 

 Landscape in zones around your house. 
 Reduce piles of debris near your house. 

With sufficient defensible space, you may save your home in the critical minutes it takes for a fast moving fire to 
pass. 
When firefighters are available, the planned space gives them room to battle the oncoming fire before flames reach 
your home.  It also can keep a house fire from igniting native vegetation and starting another wildfire. 
Defensible space should be part of every homeowner’s comprehensive fire protection plan that includes: 

 Adequate road access 
 Excess water supply capacity 
 Use of fireproof building materials 

The Home Protection Guide (1990) contains information about fire protection strategies and is available from your 
local fire district or wild-land firefighting agency.  See list on the back of the brochure. 

A DEFENSIBLE SPACE 

Any plant can burst into flame during severe fire danger weather.  Most plants accumulate excess woody material 
and all shed seasonal foliage.  Branches spread, often touching other vegetation.  Weeds grow between landscape 
plants. 

In your defensible space, you must actively reduce this accumulation of potential fuel by regular pruning, mowing, 
and raking, followed by proper disposal.  The less accumulated plant debris, the slower a fire will spread.  Reducing 
the amount of fuel limits the fire’s intensity and shortens the time until firefighters can directly attack the flames. 

Produced in association with the 
Center for Urban Horticulture and 
College of Forest Resources, 
University of Washington, and the 
Pacific Northwest Interagency Fire 
Prevention Group representing 
Oregon and Washington.  

For Your Home



MAINTAINING LOW FUEL VOLUME 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRE RETARDANT PLANTS 

Fire Resistant Plants Key: 

Zone 1:  Moist and Trim  

ZONES OF DEFENSE 

Zone 2:  Low and Sparse Zone 3:  High and Clean

Examples: 

Examples: 

Examples: 

For More Information: 

 

 Remove dead woody material on ground and in standing vegetation (all zones). 
 Minimize early maturing grasses to reduce potential for rapid surface fires. 
 Mow and rake grasses during the growing season to reduce the potential for fast-moving surface fires. 
 Remove or thin shrubs to keep space between plants at least five times their height. 
 Prune shrubs to maintain an open structure and prevent dense branching. 
 Prune tree branches to 10’ or more above ground to reduce possibility of surface fires spreading into tree crowns. 
 Thin the forest to achieve a minimum 10’ of space between tree crowns. 
 Remove understory trees or space widely. 

 Little or no seasonal accumulation of dead vegetation
 Open, loose branching habit 
 Non-resinous woody material  
 Slow growth requires less frequent pruning 

 Low volume of total vegetation 
 High moisture content in leaves 
 Drought tolerance 

Your home landscape needs 
three zones (lines of 
defense) against encroaching 
wildfire.  Plants in each zone 
perform a distinct function.  
The transition between 
zones creates breaks in the 
path to slow advancing 
flames.  Experience has 
revealed that a minimum 
distance of 100 to 150 feet 
around your home needs this 
comprehensive landscaping.  
Greater defense distances 
are necessary on steep slopes 
or windswept exposures. 

Examples of appropriate plants for the Northwest Interior (NI) and Northwest Coastal (NC) regions are listed below.  
Select plants according to actual site conditions. 

Low-growing, fire resistant plants 
resist catching fire and provide little 
fuel.  Turf, groundcovers (g), 
perennials (p) and annuals form a 
greenbelt that is regularly watered  
and maintained to eliminate dry plant 
litter.  This zone may contain 
occasional individual shrubs and trees 
located at least 10 feet from the house. 

Slow growing, drought tolerant shrubs 
and groundcovers keep fire near 
ground level.  Native vegetation can 
be retained here if it is low growing 
and does not accumulate dry, 
flammable material.

Fire intensity is reduced where it can 
burn less fuel.  Native trees are 
thinned and dry debris on the ground 
is removed.  This zone requires 
removing overgrowth and major 
pruning every three to five years.  
Specimen trees can be planted at the 
edge of this zone if well care for. 

bugleweed (g) (NI/NC); daylily (p) (NI/NC); 
hosta (p) (NC); iris (p) NI/NC); mountain 
laurel (NC); pachysandra (g) (NC); periwinkle 
(g) (NI/NC); rhododendron (NI/NC); st. 
johnswort (g) NC); stonecrop (g); witch hazel 
(NI/NC); wooly yarrow (P) (NI/NC) 

bearberry (g) (NI/NC); bulbous bluegrass 
(NI); coast silk-tassel (NC); crested 
wheatgrass (g) (NC); currant (NI/NC); holly 
(NI/NC); oceanspray (NI/NC); oregon grape 
(NC); rock rose (NC); salal (NC); 
serviceberry (NI/NC); Siberian wheatgrass 
(g) (NI); snowberry (NI/NC); sumac (NI/NC) 

Black locust (NI/NC); European mtn. ash 
(NI/NC); hackberry (NI/NC); honeylocust 
(NI/NC); horsechestnut (NI/NC); Kentucky 
coffeetree (NI/NC); oak (NI/NC); quaking 
aspen (NI/NC); sweetgum (NI/NC); walnut 
(NI/NC) 

Contact your local wildland firefighting agency:  USDA Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Oregon 
Dept. of Forestry, Washington Dept. of Natural Resources, Bureau of Indian Affairs, or National Park Service.  


